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Visalia Sportsmen’s Association is a non-profit organization which is governed by the regulations set forth in the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986.  The section of the code which we fall under states that we are to be exclusively a social club, organized and operated for the pleasure 

and recreation of our members.  The specific purposes of the club are: 1) to unite in the effort of solving local, county and statewide 

problems pertaining to the protection and propagation of fish and game and other natural resources in our area; 2) the conservation of our 

natural resources through the promotion and fostering of good public sentiment for better fish, game and forest management; 3) The 

encouragement of organized shooting activities among adult and junior members and the general public, so as to provide a better 

knowledge of safe handling and the proper use and care of firearms; and, 4) to take lawful steps to bring into effect those measures deemed 

to be in the interest of member sportsmen. 

 

The next GENERAL MEETING will be THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2017, at 7:00 PM.  Meetings are held 

on the second Thursday of the month and are open to all club members. New members are encouraged to attend 

the meetings to become more informed and more active in the club activities.  Members are invited to bring a 

guest to introduce to the Visalia Sportsmen’s Association.  The club is located just north of downtown Visalia at 

536 W. Roosevelt Avenue, one block south of Houston Ave., just east off of Sante Fe. 

The next BOARD MEETING will be TUESDAY, APRIL 18, 2017, at 6:00 PM.  If you want to present an 

item for discussion at a board meeting, please contact a board member to be on the agenda.  Board meetings are 

held on the Tuesday following the general club meeting.   

Please contact any of the officers or board members for any issues or concerns you may have regarding your 

Visalia Sportsmen’s Association. 

Club House Phone # (answering machine): 559-635-7175 Jim Mayfield – Chairman of the Board: 559-802-7967 

Dennis Thornbury – President: 559-732-4401 Jeremy Chavez – Board Member: 559-302-8718 

Russ Beechinor – Vice President: 559-280-4061 Frank Tebeau – Board Member: 559-562-2448 

(Open) – Treasurer: xxx-xxx-xxxx Bob Gaalswyk – Board Member: 559-625-5855 

Chris Norman – Secretary: 661-805-0164 Ernie Kumpe – Board Member: 559-802-8446 

Dirk Steelman – Exec. VP (FFL operations): 559-732-7726 Sean Vedenoff – Board Member: 559-786-6184 

Eddie Thomas, Jr. – Board Member: 530-391-8661 Bob Maxwell – Board Member: 559-733-5501 

Loren Metzler – Board Member: 559-280-8287 Ed Thomas – Sergeant at Arms 

 

VSA Wild Game Feed - Saturday, April 15, 2017    We NEED Game, Fish & Fowl 

Donations! 
 The Wild Game Feed is coming up!!  Doors open at 5:00pm and dinner will be around 7:00pm.  Come early 

to get and we need of all kinds of wild game, fish and fowl.  Call Jim at 559-802-7967 for meat donations of any 

kind.  We can’t do it without your help!  The wild game feed is FREE to club members.  Drawing tickets are 

available to help offset the costs associated with holding the dinner. For tickets call Jim Mayfield 559-802-7967 

or Esther Gipson 559-732-7638.   For $10, you may win one of the three (3) guns given away that night.  1) Ruger 

American rifle in your choice of caliber, 2) Hatfield 12 gauge semi-auto, or 3) Hatfield 20 gauge semi-auto 

shotgun.  No limits to the number of tickets you can buy!  But, seriously, we need your game donations, 

otherwise, we are looking on the roadsides….  Special giveaway items for the kids, too!       The wild game feed 

is the last of our regularly scheduled dinners for the season.  After this, see you in November! 

 

March 28, 2017.  Here’s the latest on the range construction: By now, you may know that our range, and 

the neighboring ranges, are placed on an old dump site.  The property is owned by the city of Visalia and the 

Visalia Sportsmen’s Association leases the area of our range from the city of Visalia.  The Visalia Sportsmen’s 

http://www.vsma.us/


Association representatives, under direction of the board of directors, sought approval from the city of Visalia and 

the county of Tulare, and other jurisdictions, to make improvements to our rifle and pistol shooting areas.  (Cont’d 

on page 2) 
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After a lengthy process, plans were drawn and adopted and presented to the governing bodies. Numerous soil 

samples were taken and analyzed.  Approval was granted and construction was initiated. 

Two of the goals of the VSA remodel was a relocation and expansion of our pistol shooting lanes and an 

extension of the rifle range from the 200-yard length to a longer 300-yard length.  The pistol lanes are to be placed 

at the same level (grade) as the rifle range and extended in length, and would expand the number of shooting lanes 

from two to approximately 8 shooting lanes (subject to change). 

If you have been to the range in the past, you may have noticed that the range goes “downhill” from the 

cement area of the shooting bench line.  Apparently, when the range was first constructed, decades ago, fresh soil 

was used to cap what may have been exposed, making the range property suitable for use.   

Our plans for increasing the length of the rifle range called for following the same “grade” of the existing 

two hundred yard shooting range.  Following the same grade during excavation exposed a small area that was part 

of the old waste site burn area. An inspector from the Tulare County Health Department noticed the excavation 

and exposure of the burn site area and called for testing of the exposed materials.   

Construction was halted, for the time being, for the additional sample test results to be returned and for the 

county of Tulare and the city of Visalia to determine how to proceed in the future. (Editor’s note: I have been told 

that the lead agency for this process is the Tulare County Health and Human Services (the Agency)).  The Agency 

has indicated that the range will not be available for use until a plan is accepted and the work at the range of 

covering the exposed area of the “dump” and any moved soils is achieved.  There is a state contractor/inspector 

working with the city, the county, and the Visalia Sportsmen’s Association to develop a plan to alleviate the 

problem agreeable for all parties. 

Recently, the city of Visalia has indicated that work may proceed in unaffected areas of the range.  The city 

also requests that ADA (handicap) improvements be made to the property.  Apparently, work can resume on the 

block house, restroom, and accessablity upgrades. 

VSA plans call for a cement wall of approximately 160 feet on the east side of the pistol shooting lanes for 

safety.  Recent examination in the bearing capacity of the existing soil show that footings may need to be re-

engineered, as well of the type of wall construction, for the best long term solution.  A tilt-up wall system is being 

explored (similar to concrete commercial building structure). 

How does this affect your membership?  The range will be closed for April, and through May, and 

probably into June.  The officers and board members are sincerely sorry for the unforeseen delays.  They are well 

aware of the impact of not having the range “up and running” on our members and for the community as well.  

For our new, and existing members that renew “on time”, your memberships will be extended four (4) months.  

Your patience is greatly appreciated!  Your willingness to help with labor and materials is greatly appreciated!  

Your participation in our fundraisers and club events keeps the comradery and our spirits high. 

 

At the MARCH 2017, general club meeting: Members enjoyed a free hotdog and some chili before the 

meeting got underway.  (Doors open at 5 pm.)  Kevin Vedenoff asked for the support of the club and the members 

to assist with a school group shooting program scheduled for Saturday, April 8
th
.  The program will foster the 

shooting sports with youngsters and their parents, many of whom have had no introduction to shooting.  Kevin 

needs a few folks to furnish some firearms for the event; small caliber or centerfire, pistols or rifles. Please help. 

Eddie Thomas said that with board approval, he wanted to recognize a couple individuals for their tireless 

efforts for many years at the club: Jim Mayfield – recognized by dedicating the club house as the “Jim Mayfield 

Club House”. Dennis Thornbury – recognized by dedicating the range block house the “Dennis Thornbury Block 

House”.  Dennis is our current club president and president of the National Bench Rest Shooters Association.  

Dennis has driven the efforts to upgrade our range and shooting facilities. 

Esther Gipson announced that Ed and Carol Thomas would be celebrating their Golden Anniversary! 50 years!  

Esther presented the couple with a large flower bouquet.  A reception will be held at the club on March 18
th
. 



Jim announced that the Wild Game Feed is coming up on Saturday, April 15
th
.  There are $10 drawing 

tickets for your chance to win guns!  Need not be present to win.  He is calling for meat donations of all kinds. 
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THE RANGE IS CLOSED FOR CONSTRUCTION!! (As of December 1st) THERE WILL BE  

NO SHOOTING AT ANY TIME DURING THIS CLOSURE.      

   For the most current info on the range construction please go the club website: www.vsma.us 
PHONE FOR THE CLUB:  559-635-7172 FOR THE RANGE: 559-651-1415              

APRIL 2017  MAY 2017 

 

Please contact the shooting program 

coordinators (below) for their programs to see if 

alternative venues and times are available. 
 

 

Please contact the following for more info on the programs that are offered at the range: Black Powder – Mike Benyo 559-731-4666;  

High Power/Jr. Rifle Club – Steve Quinn 559-686-1945, steveq@carifle.com. CBRSA (Benchrest) – Dennis Thornbury 559-732-4401.  

The range is closed to all other shooters on match shoot days.  Observers are always welcome. 

 

More from the MARCH club meeting: 

     Jim announced that Richard Marshall had recently passed away. Richard was a regular fixture for many years 

at the range and club meetings, having assisted in club functions of all kinds. He had a really keen eye for details 

and he used that to hone his shooting skills as well as his friendships.  He will be greatly missed. 

     Ernie Kumpe reported that the city of Visalia recently received a notice of correction from the county of Tulare 

regarding the dirt work at the range.  This is one of the steps in the remediation of uncovered waste at the range.  

He said that the club will have conditional use of part of the range which will allow the range to be open a couple 

days of the week.  Ernie said that the east berm is undergoing work. The range will be restricted to foot traffic 

only to the 200 yard mark (dust control).  Gongs will be placed at the 300- yard berm, you just can’t get there.  

Pistol lane walls will be going to bid soon.  Ernie reminded everyone that going to 300 yards required digging 

deeper which exposed the old burn dump area from decades ago.  Capping the area with fresh soil may be our 

best option available to the club. 

     Russ stated that the construction conditions have been “wet, wet, wet”!  Work to compact the dirt for the pistol 

area walls will need to be done to ensure the walls hold up.  Russ said that “we’re hoping to open as soon as we 

can.  We need to get the berm wall going.”  He said there has been some ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) 

work done with more to go in regards to ramps, railings, toilets, etc.  ADA has set guidelines for safe and 

consistent access to facilities of all kinds all over the United States. 

 

VSA WILD GAME FEED – SATURDAY, APRIL 15TH 

 

VSA 100+ Gun Dinner, Saturday, MAY 6, 2017 - Tulare County Fairgrounds 

 Royce confirmed that TABLE PACKAGES and individual tickets (at $45 per person) are now available.  

There are two types of table packages available: 1) Springfield Armory XD 9 Tables = $1,500 for 8 people per 

table with one XD 9 pistol to the table buyer (plus raffle tickets); 2) Kimber Ultra Carry II Upgrade Table =  

$2,000 for 8 people per table with one Kimber pistol to the table buyer (plus raffle tickets).  Only 5 Upgrade 

Tables are available!!!!!!!!!!!  Info & Tickets: Royce (559)730-8485, Jim (559)802-7967 

  Contact Royce at 559-730-8485, if you can assist at any time before, during, or after the event. 

Can you or your business donate an interesting or unique item to our VSA 100+ Gun Dinner to help raise funds 

for the range improvements?  Condo rental or timeshare?  Quality artwork? Jewelry? Firearms? Ammo? Coolers? 

Painting services?  Tree Removal?  Just about anything can be used to raise funds.  Give Royce a call. 

http://www.vsma.us/
mailto:steveq@carifle.com
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CCW Permit Classes: Daniel Mansergh conducts the CCW permit class once a month, at the VSA club 

house.  Classes are held the first Monday of the month from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and are free to club members.  There 

is no need to call ahead, just show up with your California ID and proof of current VSA membership.  He will 

NOT accept membership applications or renewals at the CCW class.  Non-members are welcome to attend for 

$30.00 per person.  You can receive Arizona or Florida CCW permit instruction for an additional $30 per 

person and an extra hour of class.  He is approved for Tulare, Kings, and Fresno Counties (Kings and Fresno 

County residents must qualify with their carry weapons.  Range time will be scheduled at the class.  No need to 

call first.)  For more info, Daniel can be reached at 559-741-3774; danielmansergh@gmail.com.            

 

 

Shooting Training – CCW Classes and more:  Col. Jeff Cooper stated that there are three things you must 

have to be a competent “martial citizen”: Mindset, Gun Handling, and Marksmanship.                                         

Jeff Sanders of Legacy Defense offers these three things.  1) Mindset: You will acquire this from his CCW permit 

classes that are generally held on the third Wednesday of each month for Tulare and Kings County, and Utah 

(which adds the following states not covered by CA permits: NV,WA, WY, ND, LA, WV, GA, DE, (subject to 

change)).  Jeff will hold the class at your location – home or business, or the VSA clubhouse – for as few as four 

attendees!  2) Gun Handling: This can be accomplished IN YOUR HOME using laser equipment and inert 

firearms, or at the range, or by combining both training regimens.  3) Marksmanship: This too can be 

accomplished IN YOUR HOME using laser equipment and inert firearms, or at the range with live ammo, or by 

combining both training regimens.  Bring all three measures together in YOUR environment - home or business - 

with a customized training session that will prepare you to win a violent confrontation. 

Check with Legacy Defense. Jeff Sanders: 559-901-8360.  www.facebook.com/legacydefense 

 

 

This just in: From the VSA board meeting on March 21
st
. 

     Dennis confirmed the December election of officers with the following changes: Chris Norman to continue in 

the secretary position (Debbie Taylor will not be returning); it was confirmed that Melissa Jones had resigned as 

treasurer (interviews have been held for a new treasurer). 

     Range – The board is waiting to hear from the city on the requirements necessary to re-open the range.  There 

is still lots of work to be done, and the financial impact is unknown at this time. 

     Speakers at the meeting – Allen Ishida stated he is running for Governor of California and asked for financial 

support.  Pete (last name not recorded) stated that there would be a Public Safety Fundraising Banquet on Friday, 

June 16, 2017.  He requested financial support and said tickets are available at $45 each. College of Sequoias 

Equestrian Team presented their request for financial support from the club.  All the above requests for funds 

were tabled for later discussion and decision. 

     100+ Gun Dinner – discussion was held about the available guns, planning, and the need to sell tickets. 

     SWAP MEET – confirmed that the date has been scheduled for June 10, 2017. 

 

SWAP MEET, June 10, 2017 at the VSA Clubhouse and Grounds 

For info: call Linder Kaiser 559-308-6906, or Esther Gipson 559-732-7638 

                    

New episodes of “Forged in Fire” will air on the HISTORY Channel starting April 11, 2017.  Season 4! 

 

FOR SALE: PORTABLE CARRIER FOR A LARGE DOG, ONLY $35.00.  CALL GARY: 559-799-6435. 

 

mailto:danielmansergh@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/legacydefense
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Hey, you!  Did you know that you could be one of 

the next RSOs to start on the job training?  That 

means you can start enjoying the benefits of being 

an RSO; enjoying the satisfaction of helping 

others; enjoying knowing that you learned 

something new on your range service day. We 

need men and women that work well with others 

and apply rules carefully and respectfully.  Call 

Russ at 559-280-4061. 

 

From the May 1985 American Rifleman, Questions and Answers column, here is a primer on primer types 

and how it applies to aluminum-cased ammunition: 

Q: I notice that the new CCI Blazer ammunition is said to be non-reloadable because it uses Berdan 

primers.  Just what is a Berdan primer, and why does it make a cartridge non-reloadable?” 

A: There are two major varieties of metallic-cartridge primers.  Col. Hiram Berdan of the U.S. Army 

invented his primer in 1866, about the same time Col. Edward Boxer of the British Army developed the primer 

that bears his name.  Ironically, the Boxer primer is standard in U.S. cartridge making, while the Berdan is more 

common in Europe. 

Both primers operate by percussion; they differ in the anvil against which the priming compound is crushed.  

The Boxer primer has its own anvil, while the Berdan primer requires a cartridge case with an anvil built in. 

The Boxer system has become dominate in this nation because it allows easy decapping of the fired case for 

reloading.  Because of its off-center flash holes, the Berdan case is quite difficult to decap; the primer must be 

pried out or expelled by hydraulic pressure. 

For military use, the Berdan system has its advantages; the anvil cannot be omitted or inserted upside-down, 

and there is room for more priming compound. 

CCI uses the Berdan system to make its Blazer aluminum-cased ammunition non-reloadable, at least by the 

average home reloader.  The firm designed the round for minimum cost one-time use, and wanted to prevent 

experimentation with its aluminum hull. 
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Club Website: http://vsma.us.  For more info about the club, programs, activities, newsletters (current and past), 

visit the website, or call Jim Mayfield at 559-802-7967.  Jim is our master club coordinator as well as the best 

source for any tickets for club events or drawings.                                 

For any of your newsletter concerns, “wanted” or “for sale” items, please feel free to contact me, Chris Norman, 

editor, at: visaliasportsmen@hotmail.com, or by phone/text: 661-805-0164. 
 

  

  

  

 

 

 

This space is now available. 

$100 per year for the 12 monthly newsletters. 

Support the club.  Great exposure for your 

business to loyal customers. 

First come – first served. 

Contact Chris Norman – editor. 

 

http://vsma.us/
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